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Prelude / Introduction
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 “Ol’ Man River” from Showboat  
Music by Jerome Kern; 
Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eh9WayN7R-s


3JEWS IN THE INVENTION OF THE AMERICAN MUSICAL Stories of Music

II. What Played on Broadway before 
    the American Musical?
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 A.The Operetta: 

Emerich Kálmán 
(1882–1953)

                                              
Countess Maritza 
(Gräfin Mariza)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTSfNlSe0Mg
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How Operettas 
Are Un/Like 
Both Operas 
and Musicals
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Sigmund Romberg 
(1887–1909)   
The Student Prince
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7i7upBtLovE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OI3Bcgh4Jko
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II. What Played on Broadway before 
    the American Musical?
     B. Other Forms of Musical Entertainment on Broadway
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Tin Pan Alley (TPA)
Albert Von Tilzer 
(1878–1956)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uG_ZQ6ebiok
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Vaudeville 

Sophie Tucker 
(1887–1966)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOzqmjhE8GM
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Musical Revue  

Dorothy Fields 
(1904–1974)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuKLONfzTJM
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The Fields Family
Big Spender 
from Sweet Charity
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=st7VE5LS4ec
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 “My Yiddishe Mama” 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_98biceGjc
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III. Towards the 
     American Musical: 
     Americanizing the Imports  
  
     A. Edwardian Musical Theatre
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 The Girl from Utah   

 “They Didn’t Believe Me” 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=82YcicUgmNw
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Jerome Kern 
(1885–1945)

14



16JEWS IN THE INVENTION OF THE AMERICAN MUSICAL Stories of Music

IV. The New 
     American Musical:
 
      Beginnings 
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Watch Your Step 
(1914) 
“Play a Simple Melody”
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HW1i5Yz1-1U
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The Berlin 
Quodlibet and 
Beyond

The video listed in 
the link is private 
and I am unable to 
download it.
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V. Developing the 
    American Musical:
 
     The Princess Theatre musicals
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9duy-Cz4Ds
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V. A. SHOW: 
Oh Boy! 
(Music: Jerome Kern; 
Lyrics: Guy Bolton and 
P.G. Wodehouse)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E64RjnV4RGg
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VI. Refining the 
     American Musical:
 
          No, No Nanette  
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=neCBS2IcMOk


22JEWS IN THE INVENTION OF THE AMERICAN MUSICAL Stories of Music

American Musical Theater Music 
Beyond the Theater  

"Tea for Two" Tommy Dorsey and 
His Orchestra (1958, swing version)

Aki Takase, with Rudi Mahall 
(2008, piano and jazz bass clarinet)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2Yo3LjefbA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GoBq8xMeqRI
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VII. The Arrival of the 
       American Musical: 
               Show Boat  
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbrQzZDXfaA
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“Can’t Help Lovin’ Dat Man” 
(Jerome Kern and Oscar Hammerstein II)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbrQzZDXfaA


What We’ve Learned:
Weaving Our Learning Threads Together
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Coda / Outro  

“Nobody Else But Me”

25

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9A8kYEUPpog


JEWS IN THE INVENTION OF THE AMERICAN MUSICAL

Stories of Music is brought to you by the Lowell Milken Center for Music of 
American Jewish Experience at The UCLA Herb Alpert School of Music. 
Furthering knowledge and understanding of Jewish music. Creating new 
audiences for the musical journeys of America’s Jews.

Learn more at milkenjewishmusiccenter.schoolofmusic.ucla.edu/lessons 

Follow us on social media @uclamaje

שלום ולהתראות! 
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https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=milkenjewishmusiccenter.schoolofmusic.ucla.edu&t=h.eJxtjjkOwyAUBa9iUUdsAW-Vr2LDxybGELHIUqLcPcJFqjSvGI1G741KdGhs0JbzcyTksG4H_4DTpu0oySoFPkPESW0huGAuhotyMwZdiIOUgk_o1qC9VjzkEFfZyY71LYlhsX669gSbXhqSXT1W4SCynbkSQy_kQA3lYGjHNWezEmB6Je6EdZz2TLaS4pbVPtS-XmI4_fT_TbV0tX7g8wVU4Ejz.MEYCIQCIyMNMiUHRZXKEd6mCNyW5tyGD6OM9sbtF1eiBP1B50AIhAJLe_LJNGMx4GWXIUyR9HFZDxRDUgHCVm-AD_X9-UaQN
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